Summer Term 2019

Highlights
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ItWelcome...
has been another amazing term at Derby High Primary despite the
unseasonably wet weather. We have been so impressed with the
children’s enthusiasm for school. We are very lucky to have such
keen children who get involved in all areas of school life. From the
Primary recital to class assemblies, sports days and swimming galas,
the children never fail to impress us.
At this time of year there are so many fun activities for the pupils to
participate in and they start to get very excited about their summer
holiday plans.
The Primary staff wish everyone a relaxing holiday and we look
forward to seeing the children again in September and hearing all
about their adventures.
Mrs Hannaford

Have fun in the Summer Holidays!

Our pre-school children have been
learning all about minibeasts this term - going
on minibeast hunts, using a range of media
to create minibeast pictures, finding out how
living things change & what they need to thrive
(including observing caterpillars transforming
into butterflies), creating small world play,
using minibeast figures and linking dance &
gymnastics to moving like minibeasts!
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As part of their ‘Knights & Castles’ topic, the Year 1 children enjoyed an informative and
exciting trip to Tamworth Castle.
Whilst there, the children met Sarah the main servant of the castle and helped her to prepare
the dining table for the Lord and Lady. During this, they learnt how to show reverence to the Lord
and Lady, practising their bows and curtseys for when Lady Ferrer arrived for her luncheon. The
children were extremely enthusiastic when they met the sword master, who taught them about
taking care of armour and how to “strike high” and “strike low” with a bill hook in battle.
We rounded off the day, with a look around the castle, taking in views from the top of the tower
and the battlements!
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topic, Reception have been planting
vegetables this term. They have been watching
how they grow and change as the weeks have
passed and have enjoyed lots of imaginative
play in the Garden Centre role play area.

The children have also enjoyed making their
own sandwiches as part of this topic! They
learned about making healthy choices and the
children were all amazed that they were grown
up enough to make sandwiches themselves!
They thought they were the best sandwiches
ever!

Year 2

had a fantastic time at Crich Tramway
Village to support their topic of transport!
They travelled back in time and experienced trams
through the ages, some of them dressing up as drivers
and conductors. The children enjoyed a trip on the top
deck of a tram, paying for the trip with their very own
ha’penny.
After lunch they visited the adventure playground
before taking a final tram ride back to the coach park.
All the children were impeccably behaved and learned
lots of new things. The staff were incredibly proud of
every one of them and they have certainly retained the
title of ‘The Best School to Visit Crich’.

We were delighted to host our Year 5/6
Rounders Festival in May. The sun was shining as
we welcomed two teams from OVS. Derby High
got off to a flying start winning 11 ½ to 4 with
a fantastic batting performance from Rosie. In
high spirits, the team entered the second game.
Vital rounders from Zoé and fantastic fielding
by Annabel sealed a 16 to 6 ½ victory. The team
had one game left to play, knowing that winning
would see them crowned champions. Agi led by
example with the bat and an excellent display
from Elizabeth helped gain a third victory of the
day for Derby High with a score of 9 to 6.

The gym competition some
of our Year 1 & 2 children
were due to be involved in
this term was cancelled.
However, undeterred, the
children did not let all of their
preparations go to waste and
performed a competition
presentation for all the Infant
children instead!
We enjoyed welcoming two pirates from the ‘Furthest
from the Sea’ Festival into assembly in June!
Shiver me timbers it was so much fun!

Well done to our super gymnasts!
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Reception

Year 1

Our U9 and U11 Kwik Cricket teams participated in
Cricket Festivals both at home and away this term.
The U9 team, most of the players playing for the first
time, developed and improved as they progressed
through the competitions.
The U11 team began their season with a good wins
over OVS at the festival before the half term break but
weren’t quite able to keep the score down or take the
wickets needed to beat St Wystan’s. Their performance
was helped by some tight bowling by Zoé and Rosie, as
well as good catching from Agi and Olisa.

Year 2

A huge well done to all of the players who were
a true credit to the school.
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Year 3

Year 4

Derby High hosted the local area heat of the National
Maths Quiz Championship in May. Ten teams travelled
from nearby schools to compete for a place in the National
Semi-Finals. Both DHS teams had been practising their
skills in the Maths Quiz after school club this term and
were in a good position to do well.
By the halfway stage, DHS 1 and DHS 2 were doing well
after the mental maths round, heading into the much
harder pencil and paper round. By the final question, DHS
2 had gone into the lead, knowing that 100% would give
them the win. With just 60 seconds on the clock the team
worked hard to confidently get the answer correct, took
the win and booked their place in the National Semi-Final!
Both teams represented the school excellently in the
heats and DHS2 went on to score an excellent 1520 points
in the semi-final, finishing in 7th position overall just 265
points behind the winners. Well done!

Year 5

Year 6

Year 3 enjoyed a very successful first residential trip to Chasewater, Year 4 had a fantastic residential in

Staffordshire. The trip was arranged to support and enhance work
in their Stone Age History topic, as well as introduce children to a
residential experience.

Shrewsbury. All of the children showed
fantastic communication skills and were
brilliant at taking responsible risks.

On arrival, the children were transported back to 12000BC to take
on the role of Stone Age man within the Palaeolithic period of the
Stone Age. The children were extremely excited to explore how man
created fire, what tools he used to hunt and gather food to survive. The
children lit fires, cooked bread on the fire and even tasted Stone Age
style soup. They then created Stone Age jewellery using pump drills,
saws and different materials from around Chasewater. In the evening
we sat around the campfire singing songs led by the instructor. He was
particularly impressed when the children sang the ‘Living in the New
Stone Age’ song from our Stone Age assembly.

On the first day all of the children had
to become animals, tunnelling in the
pitch-black underground burrows to
locate hidden objects. After that, the
children had to show great strength as
they winched one another up on a giant
swing, showing great collaboration and
bravery. In the evening, the children
enjoyed a campfire, learning new songs,
roasting marshmallows and drinking hot
chocolate before bed.

The next day, we created Stone Age cave paintings and then began a
trek around Chasewater looking for deer. The children kept their eyes
peeled for deer prints and drops and then followed the trail. We were all
shocked and delighted when we found a herd of wild deer. The children
then learnt about how Stone Age man would have hunted very similar
deer thousands of years ago.
Throughout the trip, the instructors commented upon Year 3’s good
behaviour, superb questioning skills and brilliant knowledge. Well done
to the pupils for representing Derby High Primary so well on their first
residential.

Day two was full of lots of exciting
activities. All of the groups participated
in an orienteering challenge before
moving onto Puzzle Park where they
have to work in teams to solve puzzles
and win their right to be able to leave
the park. Quite a few of the puzzles even
confused their teachers! The afternoon
was spent flying through the air on the
zip wires and showing great persistence
on the low ropes courses.

Year 5

On the final day, the children took
some extremely responsible risks. Their
teachers were so impressed with how
many of them managed to get to the top
of the tower and equally how many of
them took on the challenge of abseiling
back down. The children’s final activity
was a challenge course where they had
to use their metacognition skills to work
out how they could all complete each
challenge to be able to move onto the
next.

embarked on their highly anticipated annual trip to the
Edale YHA in the wonderful Peak District.

Miss Bailey, Mr Horne, Mrs Hamilton
and Mrs Liddle were very proud of Year
4 for using so many of their Thinking for
Learning skills and for such an enjoyable
few days.

The group returned to school very tired and a little soggy but full of
stories to tell. Despite the rain, we can safely say that a fabulous time was
had by all and the children were wonderful to be with! The instructors
commented on their excellent behaviour and manners, as well as their
super teamwork and impeccable listening skills. Thank you to all the
children for being such superstars, we were very proud of you all!

The group spent three action-packed days taking part in various
activities such as climbing, archery, abseiling, weaselling, problem
solving, orienteering and a mammoth 6km night hike over Mam Tor.
Year 5 also had an opportunity to visit Thorpe Farm, the home of the
Hope Valley Ice Cream Parlour. The children got to hear exactly how
the ice cream was made, on-site, from the cows at the farm (as well
as sampling the ice cream, obviously)! They also met two very friendly
donkeys, two piglets and some adorable calves.

Year 6 pupils had an unforgettable time in France this term and really impressed us with their enthusiasm,

confidence and outstanding behaviour throughout the week.

The week began with a visit to a local school, where pupils had the chance to practise their French conversation,
as well as enjoying a picnic and games with the French children. A visit to Amiens centred around a tour of
the magnificent cathedral, learning about how it was protected during the First World War, before ordering
an ice cream to enjoy in the square afterwards. The World War One experience day was full of interesting
information, artefacts and real-life experiences as we visited different memorials and even walked through
some original trenches.
In addition to all of this, there were many fun activities on offer at the Château, including low ropes, camotracking, a blind trail and pétanque. Pupils have said it was too hard to pick a highlight from the week as
it was all amazing! Thank you to Year 6 for being excellent company and for embracing every opportunity
throughout the week!
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